D ive I n Nigeria

for Diversity & Inclusion in Insurance

Dear Y oung Abz’,

A[wa)s gmb opportunities as tbg present themselves. If tbg} do not present
themselves, kwp [ao/&ing till you find them. Be fearless! Stand for what you believe in
and do not waiver. Stucb harder, }mg harder, care harder, p[@» barder and cba[[enge
yoursel f barder. If you believe in )'ourself, the world bas no choice but to believe in ' you.

You are smart, you are bm've, and you are resilient so continue to be determined to

ma/@ an impact in ever)'t/aing you do. Remain focused, ma/@ [ots of lists and k.eep

being a;:ganised and weticulous in ' your endeavours.
Remember, the world is _your oyster, ensure you aspire to fu[fil _your purpose in [t'fe.

With Love,

Matured Abi.

Head, Corporate Responsibility & Sustainability
AIICO Insurance Plc




D ive I n Nigeria

for Diversity & Inclusion in Insurance

Dear Y oung Abiola,

This is Afolabi Abiola your future self. A gmduate of History & International Studies.
Several _years down the line there was no job in sz;gbt. One da) [ got an offer to workas an
insurance agent in an insurance company which 1 wanted to decline. firstl , because 1
didn’t bave any know[edge of insurance and secondly, there was no salmy attached but
Commissions.

[ was encoumged to start with the agency jab and 1 got to /Q'zow so much about insurance
which later led me to start writing my CIIN exams and got qua[ified asa professiona[. I
spent seven years in my first insurance company as an agent and got promoted as a Unit
Supervisor. Presently, 1 work_as a Zonal Sales Manager in another company and 1 can say

d[l t/aings worktogetkerforgood.

First lesson to learn is that there is no /Q'zow[edge lost. Secondly, Insurance is part af our

lives and everyone should know about it.

Yours trul, 3
Abiola Afolabi

Zonal Sales Manager, Zenith Insurance
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Dear Y oung Adetola,

Life is not a stmt;gkt pat/a. The wisdom of the Journey is as much a part of who  you would

becowe. Y ou will find the insurance profession a most rewarding dz’sco'very.

Y ou will not see ma[e, fema[e, b[ackor wkite, but the person; ana’, _you will learn about

peoples’ prejudz’ces but will not give _yourself to these because sex and colour are genetic
adjustwments of the same congealed blood. You will be seen as “difficult” and “blunt” of
your truths.

Own it. “Help” is not always positive. Thrive regardless of what slows you down.

Yours truly,
Adetola Adegbcyi, Lagos Nigeria.
Executive Director, General Insurance Business Division

Leadway Assurance Company Limited




D ive I n Nigeria

for Diversity & Inclusion in Insurance
Dear Y oung Biso[a,

“Life”, is a series of lessons to sbape > you into becaming a better person; as go on, m/@
notes and makg the best of the lessons. Lz'fe is as beautifu[ as you desire it; your desires
are achievable z’f you /@ep wor/@ng at them. [nspiration comes from within. Push your
own buttons. Everyone else is bus_y with theirs.

Be purposeful, fue[ _your passion. Where these two collide, _you are fu[ fi[[ed. The wmost
reliable guide to fu[ fi[ment is to fo[low whatever makgs you lmpp and be excited doing
it.

Confidence, goad character, a smile and genuine lauglater - You are wost beautiful when
you adorn )oursel f with these ornaments; t/agi stand _you out among crowds.

Never forget to love and nurture yourself. Enjoy the journey, stop to take deep breaths
and be gratefu[ to God for the smallest tbings!

Yours truly,
‘Bisola Elias
Finance Manager
AIICO Insurance
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Dear Y oung Bo[anle,

[ k_naw you cannot see into the future and in your usual way a[mys worrying about eve(ytking. Not to worry
this time, 1 am still _you but older and wiser.

I k_naw you bhave spent the most part of your years being an tntrovert, kiding in your shell, not questioning
and tak_ing no for an answer.

[nsurance was defim'te[) not_your career choice, it /mppened b) chance and [ you did not have an ink[ing of
what insurance was about. 1t was bard im‘tia[l) especia[!y as a_young woman in a male dominated sector.

Loo/q‘ng backm, I ust tell you to be bold and believe more in yourse[f because_ you've got so wauch
potentia[s gir[. Do not let the fear of the un/qw’wn bold [ you bac/& from acbie*uing - your dreawms, do not let

anyone put a ceilz'ng on what - you can achieve or bow far you can go, ask_questions, be creative, continuous[)

seek_ to k_now and broaden  your kori{on. This is one sure way to succeed in your [ife.

I the words of _Iac/q'e Robinson © Life is not a spectator sport. 1f you are going to spend your whole life in the

gmndstand just watc/aing what goes on, in wy opinion  your’re wasting your life”.

So dear younger self, don’t waste your life! Cowme out of your shell, m/‘e that ris/Q make every wmoment count,
build re[ations/:i[)s and don’t worry just be gmteful always because 1 /@a’m  you will SUCCEED!

Yours Truly

Bolanle Anjorin

Team Lead, Speaci[py Team
YOA Insurance Bro/q:r Led
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Dear Y oung Faitb,

Here are some tbings I wish 1 knew before emlvar/q’ng on this career journey in the
Insurance sector. One, | wish I tookintemsbip opportunities from various investment
organization either for free or for the stipend .

Secondly, mking up as many certificatians and trainings as wuch possib[e in my
leisure time so 1 wish while 1 was in school 1 started my ICAN certification or CFA
FOUNDATION and any other related courses and not just focusing on my purse during
my unde)gmduate dqys. I wish 1 had actually taken up certifications that would improve
my chances of wor/g’ng out my dream company now.

I wish [ tookadwntage of fora;gn and local scbalars/vip opportunities available. So dear
young wme, 1 am ta/‘ing ad'uantage of opportunities available to me now.

Yours truly,

Faith O. Ajayi

ARM Investment Management
Internal control analyst
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Cbartirg a definite and clear course in the pursuance of liﬂz's goa[s is essential. It belps in mou[ding and s/:aping
your raw talents in line with  your chosen discip[ine.
It is also important to seektke rt;gbt mentors/:ip, this can either ma/@ or War your drive towards attainment and

fu[ fi[ment.

Accord due refereme ana'respect to t])ose)oufamdin t/;veﬁ)re;far)ou will be accorded same when the tine is ripe.
Aspire to scale I:e{glvts which are seemag[y elusive and bnpossible; this a[low; you to garver mowmentian to reach for
that desired peak.

Never back dovn even in the face of staring failure, rather, forge abead with nustered courage.

Your courage becames»your inner stri engt/a anc[ makesyou dauntless in)our race towar dS acbievement Of set gOd[S

and objecti’ves.
Resmember, leaving indelible mar/@ in the sands of tivme oug/:t to be etched bo[d[) on your personal bucket list - you
have drawn up far )ourse[f.

Listening to your heart too be[ps  you find [ your bearirg and indi’uidua[ig, as se[f discwe(y p[zys a vital role in
making - your markand c[aimirg that specia[ spot in your field af endeavour.

In all, a[wa)s strive to be the very best in whatever " you do! A persona[i{ed wotto that must never leave  your
subconscious!

Regards,

Fun/@ Dodo

Senior Associate,
Y OA Insurance Broker
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Dear Y oung Ibironl@,

Y our gmdes do matter. Being a top Professional starts from ' your first daj in uni.
So do all _you can to make those good gmdes gir[, because while > you need great nemOrIQng
s/@l[s to get into the room, _you still need _your grades and skz‘l[s to get chosen.

Don’t let - your workdefine > you. Live your values and fo[low  your be[z‘efs, workisn't all _you
boil down to. 1t a[wcys gets better. Every ms/(/stage comes with it's own cbal[enges, but

with bard work_and consistency, you'll always come out with bz;g/a shoulders.
Never let fear limit you. You'll find that sometimes the best way to do it is to do it

afmid.

Lastly, enjoy the journey dear.

Lots of love,

Ibronke Ibi/@n[e ACA.

Head, Finance and Admin
Moneytronics wicrofinance bzmk Led
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Dear Young Janet,

In }Jindsigkt, [ now /(_naw that life is a series of seasons with no reP[c_zys. The only
guarantees bez’ng time will pass and cbange will come.

Appreciate and be gmteful for the positive sound direction of parents, siblings and
those in aut/yorii_.“y. Tbgy belp nurture a solid foundation to fa[[ bacl(_on in each

season of life. Their lessons on 'ua[uing se[f, tivne management, bard wor/Q integrity,

discip[ine and dmwing closer to God. Be true to your resulting personal brand of

excellence and rz;gbteousness.
Recognize the season  you are in, enjoy it and strive to fulfi[[ its mission.

Yours truly,
Janet Kiunga
Assistant Director (Finance ¢ Administration)

African Reinsurance Corporation




Dive I n Nigeria

for Diversity & Inclusion in Insurance

Dear Y oung Kikeloma,

Ta/q: ris/g! The worst that can bappen is you fail. 1 still struggle to say “ta/(g ris/‘s”
because natum[b U inclined to put a breakon tbings.

I figured one way 1 become excellent at mytbt'ng is by failing. Don’t be afraid to fail.
You just try again. Try not to worry about your career, your finances, your future. It

all works out. Y our career would mke off... it alwa)s does if you put in the r{glat
energy. So try not to get caugbt up.

Ft'mz[[) remember to ma/@ famil) your priority, worry less and love )ourse[f more.

Yours trul, R

Ki/@[omo Fischer

Chief RiskOfficer

Leadway Assurance Company Limited




D ive I n Nigeria

for Diversity & Inclusion in Insurance

Dear Y oung Silifat,

Congmtulations on_your recruitment as a gmduate trainee at Deloitte

Nigeria.

As you prepare for a journey in the accounting Profession, I will [i/@ to

sbare sowme kgy points to ac/aieving o'vem[ [ success.

1. The first dqgree is a starting point in_your career.

2. Your choice of accounting Profession is good but - you must continue to
de'velop interest in it and not just a means of livelibood. 1t is the interest
that will drive the passion for greater loet;gbt and ultimate[) lead to
SUccess.

3. It is important to alwqys strike a rz;gkt balance between work and lz’fe.
I wish you all the very best in the future.

Yours trul A

Silifat A/ana[e
Assistant Director (Financial Reporting)
African Reinsurance Corporation




